
5-8 Reading List 
Universe of Stories 

 

Title: Been there done that 
Author: edited by Mike Winchell 
"Where do authors get their ideas? And how do they turn those ideas into stories? This 
anthology looks at the process of taking real-life experiences and turning them into works 
of engaging fiction. The collection features award-winning and bestselling middle-grade 
authors who provide both original fictional short stories as well as the nonfiction accounts 
that inspired them. The contributing authors include Julia Alvarez, Karen Cushman, 
Margarita Engle, Dee Garretson, Nathan Hale, Matthew Kirby, Claire Legrand, Grace Lin, 
Kate Messner, Linda Sue Park, Adam Rex, Gary Schmidt, Alan Sitomer, Caroline Starr 
Rose, Heidi Stemple, Rita Williams-Garcia, Tracy Edward Wymer, Lisa Yee, and Jane 
Yolen"--Provided by publisher. 

 

Title: Us, in progress : short stories about young Latinos 
Author: Lulu Delacre 
 A collection of twelve short stories that look at young Hispanic Americans living in the 
United States. 
 

 

Title:  A�ter: nineteen stories of apocalypse and dystopia 
Author: edited by Ellen Datlow and Terri Windling 
An anthology of nineteen tales of teens raised after a catastrophe, either in the first few 
years after the change or in the distant future.  
 

 

Title: Scream and scream again!: spooky stories from 
Mystery Writers of America 
Author: Edited by R.L. Stine 
Scream and Scream Again! is full of twists and turns, dark corners, and devilish revenge. 
Collected in conjunction with the Mystery Writers of America, this set includes works from 
New York Times bestselling authors telling tales of wicked ice-cream trucks, time-travelling 
heroes, witches and warlocks, and of course, haunted houses. 
 



 

Title: Fantastic Failures: true stories of people who changed 
the world by falling down first 
Author: written by Luke Reynolds 
Presents stories from some well-known people who failed before succeeding including: 
J.K. Rowling, ALbert Einstein, Rosa Parks, Abraham Lincoln, Vincent Van Gogh, Julia 
Child, and Steven Spielberg. Intermixed throughout the fun profiles, great inventors and 
scientists are spotlighted who discovered and created some of the most important 
medicines, devices, and concepts of all time. Including life saving vaccines and medicines 
that were stumbled upon by mistake.  
 

 

Title: Rad Girls Can 
Author: written by Kate Schatz ; illustrated by Miriam Klein 
Stahl. 
"A . . . collection of stories and art about inspiring and accomplished girls who have made 
positive impacts on the world before the age of 20. . . Learn about a diverse group of 
young women who are living rad lives, whether excelling in male-dominated sports like 
boxing, rock climbing, or skateboarding; speaking out against injustice and discrimination; 
expressing themselves through dance, writing, and music; or advocating for girls around 
the world, . . . featuring both contemporary and historical figures"--Provided by publisher. 

 

Title: Unstoppable: true stories of amazing bionic animals 
Author: Nancy Furstinger 
"In this title, readers learn the stories of animals that are both benefiting from and helping 
out the world of prosthetic science - covering ... species, situations, and science 
backgrounds"--Provided by publisher. 

 

Title:  �e unwanted: stories of the Syrian refugees 
Author: Don Brown 
Starting in 2011, refugees flood out of war-torn Syria in Exodus-like proportions. The 
surprising flood of victims overwhelms neighboring countries, and chaos follows. 
Resentment in host nations heightens as disruption and the cost of aid grows. By 2017, 
many want to turn their backs on the victims. The refugees are the unwanted. Don Brown 
depicts moments of both heartbreaking horror and hope in the ongoing Syrian refugee 
crisis. Shining a light on the stories of the survivors, The Unwanted is a testament to the 
courage and resilience of the refugees and a call to action for all those who read. 

 

Title: Funny girl: funniest. Stories. Ever.  
Author: edited by Betsy Bird  
Presents a collection of humorous stories from over two dozen contemporary female 
writers, as well as autobiographical essays, comics, poems, and comic strips. 
 



 

Title: �e cabinet of curiosities : 36 tales brief & sinister 
Author:  by Stefan Bachmann, Katherine Catmull, Claire Legrand, Emma 
Trevayne ; illustrated in black-and-white by Alexander Jansson  
"Thirty-six eerie short tales, most of which were originally published on the blog of the 
same name, relate to an imaginary museum of creepy artifacts and are arranged into such 
thematic "drawers" as love, luck, song, and fairy tales"--OCLC. 
 

 

Title: Taking cover: one girl’s story of growing up during 
the Iranian Revolution 
Author:  Nioucha Homayoonfar ; foreword by Firoozeh Duma s 
In 1979, eight-year-old Nioucha Homayoonfar moved from the United States to Tehran 
with her family and had to adjust to a new life and culture---during the turbulent Iranian 
Revolution. 

 

Title: 9 from the Nine Worlds 
Author: Rick Riordan 
"Beloved characters from the Magnus Chase and the Gods of Asgard series star in these 
hilarious and inventive new short stories, each set in a di�erent one of the Nine Worlds 
from Norse mythology"--Provided by publisher. Includes glossary, pronunciation guide, 
and list of runes. 

 

Title: Bad princess: true tales from behind the tiara 
Author: Kris Waldherr 
Forget everything you thought you knew about princesses... Welcome to Bad Princess by 
Kris Waldherr (author of Doomed Queens), where you'll discover what really happens after 
"Happily Ever After." From the war-torn Dark Ages of Medieval Europe to America's Gilded 
Age, and all the way up to Kate Middleton, Bad Princess explores more than 30 true 
princess stories, going beyond the glitz and glamour to find out what life was really like for 
young royals throughout history. A mix of royal biography, pop culture, art, style, and pure 
fun, Bad Princess is a whip-smart, tongue-in-cheek spin on the traditional princess 
narrative, proving that it takes more than a pretty crown to be a great leader 

 

Title: Code girls” the true story of the American women 
who secretly broke codes in World War II 
Author: Liza Mundy ; adapted by Laurie Calkhoven. 
"A nonfiction chronicle of the courageous e�orts of remarkable young women recruited by 
the US government to crack German and Japanese military codes during World War 
II."--Provided by publisher. 



 

Title: Harbor me 
Author:    Jacqueline Woodson 
"When six students are chosen to participate in a weekly talk with no adults allowed, they 
discover that when they're together, it's safe to share the hopes and fears they have to 
hide from the rest of the world" 

 

Title: My family divided: one girl’s journey of home, loss, 
and hope 
Author: Diane Guerrero with Erica Moroz 
The star of Orange Is the New Black and Jane the Virgin, Diane Guerrero presents her 
personal story in this middle grade memoir about her parents' deportation and the 
nightmarish struggles of undocumented immigrants and their American children. 
 

 

 

Title: Survivors : extraordinary tales from the wild and 
beyond  
Author: David Long 
Be shocked and amazed by these incredible real-life stories of extreme survival. 

 

Title: �e space adventurer's guide : your passport to the 
coolest things to see and do in the universe 
Author: Peter McMahon 
It's not just astronauts who get to travel into space anymore. Forward-thinking 
entrepreneurs have now made space flight a reality for adventure-seekers of all kinds. And 
just in time, here's a travel guide for kids to plan their own out-of-this-world journeys. Eight 
potential space vacations are described, one per chapter, complete with information about 
pre-trip preparations (like training to withstand extreme g-forces), accommodations and 
dining (hot dogs in zero gravity, anyone?), awesome activities (how about a real moon 
walk?) and so much more. The trips range from orbiting Earth (available now), to voyaging 
through Saturn's rings, which may be possible within the next few decades. Featuring the 
coolest things to see and do in the universe, these space vacations are not to be missed! 
Award-winning science journalist Peter McMahon has come up with an intriguing concept 
sure to pique a young reader's interest in all things outer space. Based on the latest 
science and featuring first-person accounts from experts in the field, this book is chock-full 
of opportunities for science and technology lessons. With kid-sized bursts of text (including 
loads of amazing, and sometimes icky, facts), fascinating photographs of everyday life on 
actual space flights, as well as fun-filled illustrations from Josh Holinaty, this hugely 
appealing book is also one that children will gladly pick up on their own --- and devour. A 
glossary and index are included. 



 

Title: You're welcome, universe 
Author: Whitney Gardner 
"When Julia finds a slur about her best friend scrawled across the back of the Kingston 
School for the Deaf, she covers it up with a beautiful (albeit illegal) gra�iti mural. Her 
supposed best friend snitches, the principal expels her, and her two mothers set Julia up 
with a one-way ticket to a "mainstream" school in the suburbs, where she's treated like an 
outcast as the only deaf student. The last thing she has left is her art, and not even 
Banksy himself could convince her to give that up. Out in the 'burbs, Julia paints anywhere 
she can, eager to claim some turf of her own. But Julia soon learns that she might not be 
the only vandal in town. Someone is adding to her tags, making them better, showing 
o�--and showing Julia up in the process. She expected her art might get painted over by 
cops. But she never imagined getting dragged into a full-blown gra�iti war"- 

 

Title: Startalk : everything you ever need to know about 
space travel, sci-fi, the human race, the universe, and 
beyond 
Author: Neil deGrasse Tyson 
O�ers facts about a variety of topics in science, including cosmology, outer space, earth 
science, human beings, science fiction, and more. 
 

 


